Answer key for Intro Philosophy Midterm Exam, Sp 2016

Overall score: At the top right by your name. Use class grading scale
to interpret the #. Check my math by adding the numbers at the top of
each page and dividing by three (each page was worth the same).
Average grade was 1.98, high was 3.41. Exam is worth 23% of course
grade.

Multiple Choice: I have circled the correct answer in green. Scale was
-0=4, -1=3.5, -2=3, -3=2.5, -4=2, -5=1.5, -6=1

Short answer: On the second page, the number at the top is the average
of the four grades next to the questions.

Examples of excellent answers to short answer and essay questions
below.


http://hettingern.people.cofc.edu/101_Spring_2016/Grading_Scale.htm
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: What is cultural vism’s (=CR) definition of right action? That is, according to CR, what 1s morally tight |
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determined by . Identify and explain one of the problems (““unhappy consequences’’)
conception of morality.
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Bertrand Russell (in “Why I am Not a Christian™) crificizes the cosmb?o‘glca}l grgum nt in 3 ways: (a) If everything a‘, -
must have a cause, then God must have a cause; (b) There is no reason why the world could not have come into being '
without a cause; (c) Nor is there any reason why the world should not have always existed. Explain why Richard

Taylor (who wrote “God™ and defended the cosmological argument) either agrees or disagrees with each claim. How
would he respond to these objections to the Cosmological argument? Please separate your answers into a, b, & c.
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- 8 William James (in “The Will to Believe™) provides two reasons or situations where he thinks it is irrational to wait for
sutficient evidence before one believes something. Identify and explain each.
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4.1 What is Rachels own conception of the nature of morality? Does it involve feelings? Is it objective? Explain. F
{‘ﬁ £ 28 F o \ | | .' Ml ' r"'" ': / M 4 o J /*’_g’!f IN. :J , ’; OA{JF;-}* 1: e !" 0 N /,{.,., ! :-’:fr’. ] W _;-_J
: e
| Fodlims com: Bl ittt Sioh | N | shers Lt il
.. | /
| | ! e ’j/ S o 1 . 75




S €ssa |
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